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THE BOOK OF REVELATION?

BY ALAN DIDIO

I doesn't have to be evil to destroy humanity—if
Al as a goal and humanity just happens to come
in the way, it will destroy humanity as a matter of
course without even thinking about it, no hard
feelings,” Elon Musk.

“And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor,
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their
foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had
the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name,”
Revelation 13:16-17 (KJV).

As we grapple with the implications of artificial intelligence,
we find ourselves looking to the past for guidance, seeking
answers in the wisdom of the ages. The Bible, with its unique

tapestry of infallible truth and prophecy, offers intriguing paral-
lels to the rise of Al that cant be ignored. Revelation 13:15-16
(NIV) speaks of a “beast” that wields enormous power and
influence: “The second beast was given power to give breath
to the image of the first beast, so that the image could speak
and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. It
also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their fore-
heads.” Could this prophecy point toward an advanced form
of Al, capable of tracking, analyzing, and manipulating human
behavior on an unprecedented scale? Might the “mark of the
beast” be a metaphor for the invasive reach of such a super-in-
telligent entity, extending into every facet of our lives?
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This interpretation is not beyond the realm of possibility,
especially when we consider the advent of technologies such
as neural interfaces, biometrics, and predictive algorithms. A
future Al, equipped with these capabilities, could easily fulfill
the role of the beast, exerting immense control over society.
Another fascinating parallel can be found in the prediction of
the false prophet: “And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth
by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the
sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that
they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound
by a sword, and did live. And he had power to give life unto
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the image of the beast, that the image of the bé;@éﬁéuld both
speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image
of the beast should be killed,” (Rev. 13:14-15 KJV).

Perhaps this image of the beast that speaks and holds power
refers to a sophisticated Al system, one that can convincingly
emulate human communication and exert significant influence.
In an era of deep fakes and persuasive algorithms, the idea of
deceptive Al propagating false truths is not far-fetched.

These potential parallels between biblical prophecies and Al
are certainly thought-provoking and unsettling. However, it’s
important to remember that these interpretations are just that:
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interpretations. They are conjectures
that should inspire caution and intro-
spection, not fear. We are, after all, more
than conquerors (see Romans 8:37).

Al and the Antichrist:
The Grand Deceiver

In Christian eschatology, the figure
of the Antichrist has long been a
subject of fascination and dread—
embodying the ultimate deception
and apostasy. This figure is anticipated
to possess great power and charisma,
leading many astray with
false doctrines and miracles.
As we delve deeper into the
realm of Al, it’s worth con-
sidering whether a sufficiently
advanced artificial intelligence
could potentially aid this char-
acter in his prophetic role.

On a superficial level, an
advanced Al could mimic
human conversation and
behavior so convincingly that
it might deceive those inter-
acting with it into believing
that they are dealing with a
human. However, the role of
the Antichrist as described
in biblical texts goes much
further. This entity is proph-
esied to have a profound
and destructive influence on
human beliefs, leading many away
from truth.

One way Al might accomplish this
is through the mass manipulation of
information. With the advent of deep-
fake technology, Al algorithms can
create highly convincing false images,
videos and even speech. An Al with
malevolent intent and these capabili-
ties could spread disinformation on an
unprecedented scale, leading people
to question the very nature of truth
and reality.

Additionally, the rise of personal
assistant Als and algorithmically driven
content feeds already shows how Al
can subtly influence our choices and
perceptions. These algorithms are
designed to show us content that we're
likely to agree with or enjoy, often
creating an echo chamber that rein-
forces our existing beliefs and filters
out dissenting viewpoints. This kind

28 CHARISMA | October 2024

of subtle, pervasive influence could be
exploited by a hostile Al to manipu-
late public opinion, sowing discord
and confusion. However, it’s essen-
tial to remember that the concept of
the Antichrist is fundamentally tied
to spiritual and religious deception,
leading people away from God and
toward false worship.

Whether an artificial entity like
an Al, which lacks a soul or spiritual
nature, could fulfill such a role is a pro-
found theological question. Ultimately,

“couLD THIS BE
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“THE GATEKEEPER—
# DETERMINING WHO -
BUY, SELL, WORK
OR TRAVEL?”

the prospect of an Al/Antichrist hybrid
serves as a potent reminder of the
potential dangers inherent in Al tech-
nology. It reveals the need for robust
ethical frameworks and safeguards as
we continue to develop these systems.
The Als we're building today may not
be the prophesied Antichrist, but they
hold the potential to change our world
in ways we can barely imagine. Let’s
ensure those changes are for the better.

Al As a Tool of Control: The
Mark of the Digital Beast

The prophecies in Revelation have
long been a source of speculation and
wonder, with scholars interpreting its
cryptic passages in a myriad ways. One
prophecy that continues to resonate
with chilling relevance is the so-called
“mark of the beast.” As our technology
continues to evolve, we must consider
the potential ways Al could be used to

exert control over populations.

Consider, for example, the rise of
surveillance technologies. In the dig-
ital age, Al-powered systems can track
individuals through facial recognition,
analyze their online activities, and
predict their behavior with unsettling
precision. These capabilities, in the
wrong hands, could facilitate a level of
surveillance and control that surpasses
even the most notorious surveillance
states of the 20th century.

The Soviet Union’s KGB and East
Germany’s Stasi were notorious
for their extensive networks of
informants and intrusive sur-
veillance—leading to societies
steeped in fear and paranoia.
Imagine, the magnitude of
control that could be achieved
with Al. An Al system could
theoretically keep tabs on every
citizen, tracking their move-
ments, analyzing their commu-
nications, and even predicting
their actions with far greater
efficiency than any human-run
organization.

Furthermore, with the
advent of Al and advanced
biotechnology, the mark of the
beast prophecy takes on a new
significance. Invasive tech-
nologies, such as microchip
implants and biometric identification
systems, could become the de facto
“mark”—providing access to services,
goods, and information, much like the
prophecy suggests in Revelation 13.

The Chinese Social Credit System
provides a contemporary example of
how technology can be used to control
behavior on a mass scale. This system
leverages Al to track citizen behavior,
doling out rewards and punishments
based on adherence to desired social
norms. If you post something they
don’t like on social media, you might
not get that loan for your home, or
you could lose your job. Could this
be a glimpse of a world where Al is
the gatekeeper—determining who can
buy, sell, work or travel?

The potential for Al to be used as a
tool of control is a sobering thought.
It highlights the urgency of estab-
lishing strong ethical guidelines and
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regulatory measures for Al develop-
ment and implementation. As we
continue to innovate and push the
boundaries of Al, we must always
keep these cautions and prophe-
cies in mind.

Yet, it’s crucial to remember that
Al like any tool, is neutral. Its impact
on society, whether beneficial or det-
rimental, is determined by how we
choose to use it. By approaching Al
with caution, wisdom and a commit-
ment to upholding human dignity
and freedom, we can steer its devel-
opment in a direction that benefits all
of humanity and aids us in preaching

the Gospel.

Satan’s End-Time
Strategy Exposed

The Antichrist’s goal is to wear the
saints down. Due to the lateness of the
hour in which we live, I believe the Anti-
christ has been born and is walking the
earth right now. However, he is unable to
reveal himself because of the restraining
influence of the church. His goal will be
the same regardless of when he appears—
he will attempt to wear out the saints.
Never forget that the goal of the Anti-
christ spirit is to weary you. Don't let him!

Don’t wait until it is too late to fill up
spiritually. It may be inconvenient, and it
may take a little extra effort, but we must
do it while we have the time. Lets be
patient and stay prepared! Whether it’s
artificial intelligence, aliens, or the Anti-
christ, we will not cower in our cultural
corner and hope for the best. We will
not abandon this generation because we
know it’s all going to eventually come
down anyway. The ethical and moral
dilemmas we'll face won't be easy, but
neither were the challenges confronted
by the early church or by countless
faithful followers of Christ throughout
history. We must rise up to face these

challenges head-on. «

This text excerpted from Destiny Images
new book, Summoning the Demon: AL,
Aliens, and the Antichrist, by Alan DiDio
and available now on amazon.com.

ALAN DIDIO founded Encounter Ministries
in Charlotte, North Carolina, where he lives
with his wife and two children.
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